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Headteacher Update 
 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I cannot quite believe that we are already in the 
second half of the Autumn term!  
 
I hope that you have all enjoyed the half term break 
and are feeling rested. It is such a beautiful time of 
year with the crisp mornings and warm afternoon 
sun, even despite the rain that we had. I have 
heard from lots of the children about the exciting 
activities and woodland walks that they have got up 
to. It really is a joy to hear them chatter to me in the 
morning as they come in through the gate showing 
me their treasured finds. I have even been gifted a 
conker with a face painted on it which makes me 
smile every time I see it! 
 
Thank you for all working with the teachers to make 
this quite different parents’ evening a success. It 
was wonderful to hear all your lovely feedback and 
the teachers were overjoyed to share your 
children’s transitions into their new year and 
progress already this term. 
 
Just to give you an update on the progression of 
the curriculum changes from this year's School 
Development plan, as we have put lots of things in 
place since September.  
 
Our curriculum is the beating heart of our school 
and is rooted in John 10:10.  
“I came that they might have life and live it to the 
full”. Within our Christian vision ‘together we grow, 
together we flourish’ our children develop a love of 
learning and become totally immersed in different 
worlds, cultures and times preparing them for the 
next stage of their education. This year, our focus 
is very much on ‘What we learn’ as we begin to 
teach from the new curriculum and the ‘How we act 
when we learn’ which is supporting the children to 
be the best learners that they can be. 
 

 
 

 We have employed another HLTA, Mrs 
Matthews, and as a result we now have 
extended forest school sessions across the 
Year groups.  

 

 We now have a specialist PE teacher, Mr 
Coupe who is working with classes which 
means that we are now delivering high quality 
PE sessions 

 

 The bespoke curriculum is almost finished 
and is distinct to Dartington and its 
community. The most recent update has 
been the Relationships and Health Education 
for which we will be offering a parent 
consultation virtually in the Autumn term to 
inform you on what is now statutory to teach 
across the school. 

 

 Miss Zaki has created the Art curriculum and 
ordered sketch books for all children. This is 
now being taught weekly with a focus on 
local, national and global artists. 

 

I just wanted to finish by saying a 
big thank you to everyone for    
supporting the school community 
by wearing masks on the school 
site at drop off and pick up times. 
As we said in the letter, this is 
simply an extra precaution at the 
moment to protect our children, 
staff and parents at busier times 
when social distancing can become 
more difficult. We long for the day 
when everything can be more    
relaxed, but we are so proud to see 
everyone supporting each other 
through this.  
 
Best wishes 
Mrs Huish  

I am delighted to inform you that 
we have now appointed a new 
member of staff for the position of 
Learning Support Assistant and 
Breakfast Club. Mrs Coon will be 
starting with us after half term. She 
comes with lots of experience and 
will be an incredible asset to the 
SEND team supporting where 
needed across KS2. 
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NOVEMBER 
8th-15th    Interfaith arts week 
 
13th     Save the Rhino day.  
    Come dressed as an  
    endangered animal! 
 
19th     Parents online  
    consultation for the  
    New Relationships  
    Education curriculum 
    at 10:30 am. 
 
DECEMBER 
9th     Christmas Dinner  
    Day 
11th     Christmas Jumper  
    Day 
18th     End of Term 
 
JANUARY 
4th January    Start of Spring Term 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 
C O N T E N T S 

FEBRUARY 
15th - 19th    Half Term 
 
APRIL 
1st    Non Pupil Day 
 2nd    End of Term 
19th    Start of  
   Summer Term 
MAY 
3rd      Bank Holiday  
28th     Non Pupil Day 
31st     End Of Term 
 
JUNE 
4th    Start of term. 
   
JULY 
23rd     End of Term 
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Executive Headteacher Update 
 
I wrote to you earlier in the week updating you on 
the school guidance as we enter this new 
lockdown. I wanted to thank you for continuing to 
trust the actions of the leaders and teachers and 
support the school family by wearing face 
coverings and socially distancing in and around 
the school site. 
 
During this next phase our commitment continues 
to be to the education and wellbeing of the children 
and staff. As Mrs Huish has outlined, there are lots 
of new and exciting developments which are all 
supporting the ever improving curriculum offer we 
have. 
 
Please do check our Twitter account and Facebook 
page for the ongoing updates of what the children 
are learning about each day, the pages are a 
wonderful, ongoing celebration of the curriculum. 
 
We are aware that since the communication earlier 
in the year there have been no further updates 
regarding securing the future of the school. The 
governors will be writing to you this half term 
regarding the proposal to join the Trust (Learning 
Academy Partnership) and they will outline the 
process and parent consultation plans.  
 
Finally I would like to say that each of us will make 
our way through this next lockdown very differently 
and some of us will find this more challenging that 
others. We want to continue to support children 
and families through this pandemic. 
 
If you are experiencing any difficulty we will do our 
very best to support whether that is arranging food 
parcels, signposting or supporting your child. 
Please do not struggle through this alone. You can 
talk to the classteacher or Mr Trewinnard. If you do 
need support please email Mr Trewinnard through 
admin, you do not need to say what it is about just 
that you would like a call. 
 
Not only are are we a  family within the school 
community but we are a family with the wider Trust 
of schools and we want to be able to support you 
wherever we can. 
 
Please stay safe and take care. 
 
Miss Cleverly 
Executive Headteacher 

 

  @DartingtonCofE 
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Office News 
Staff Training 
The office will be closed on a Tuesday morning between 9.30am - 11.30am and a Thursday afternoon 
from 1pm - 2.30pm for staff training each week during November.  
 

 
 

   

 
 

 

We are thrilled to be able to welcome new 
children to our school family this term, since 
the beginning of term the following children 
have joined our family; Archie, Lily, Otter, 
Monty & Nell. 
 

Sadly we had to say goodbye to Maya and 
Dylan last term. We hope they both enjoy 
their new schools and we will miss you!  
 

Do you have a child who is reaching                         
school or nursery age? Come and join our school 
family. We still have Nursery and Reception spaces 
available! Ask our friendly Admin team if you would 
like to increase your hours or if you know anyone  
who would like to apply for another child space in our 
school. Tours are available, but we do have limited 
space! 
 
If your child was born   
between 1st September 
2016 and 31st August 2017 
they are due to start school 
in Reception class in     
September 2021. The   
admission process will be 
open from 15th November 
until 15th January 2021. To 
apply for a place for your 
child please go to  

Devon County Council Ad-
missions at https://
www.devon.gov.uk/
educationandfamilies/
school-information/apply-
for-a-school-place/apply-for
-a-primary-school-place 

Nursery and school Places  

You can find the policy here https://   
www.dartington.devon.sch.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2020/11/2022-2023-Proposed-
Dartington-admissions-policy.pdf 

Consultation on the 2022 2023 Admissions 
Policy 

The Consultation period is now open for our 
proposed admissions policy for 2022-23. We 
are consulting on this between 1 November 
and 8 January and invite any parent or other 
person with an interest in our admission     
arrangements to read the policy and make any 
comments you wish.  

https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place
https://www.dartington.devon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2022-2023-Proposed-Dartington-admissions-policy.pdf
https://www.dartington.devon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2022-2023-Proposed-Dartington-admissions-policy.pdf
https://www.dartington.devon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2022-2023-Proposed-Dartington-admissions-policy.pdf
https://www.dartington.devon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2022-2023-Proposed-Dartington-admissions-policy.pdf
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  Wrap Around Care 

Wrap Around Care - Breakfast & Afterschool Club 

It has been a year since we launched our wrap-around care at Dartington, 
and we are really pleased with how successful it has been and that we have 
been able to offer this service for our families and pupils.  

We have been able to continue the Breakfast Club where the 
children engage in a variety of activities to encourage a calm 
and yet stimulating start to the morning ready for their day at 
school. They are offered a healthy choice of cereals, toast and 
a drink to set them up for the day. Breakfast club is open from 
7.45am until 8.40am. The cost of the breakfast club is 7.45am 
- 8.4am £4.50 and 8.30am - 8.40am £1.50.  

 

In our After School Club there are a 
range of fun play-based activities for 
the children to participate in includ-
ing cooking, arts and craft, board 
games and on occasion, age appro-
priate (‘U’) films are shown. There is 
also a quiet area for reading and 
catching up with their homework. 
The children are offered a selection 
of healthy snacks. The After School 
Clubs runs from 3.15pm - 6pm and 
the cost of the club is £9.00 with a 10% discount for siblings. 

If you would like more information or would like to book a session please 
contact the office team who will be able to help you. 

 

 

After School Club and Breakfast Club 

“I enjoy seeing my 
friends, it’s fun! My 
favourite game is 
hide and seek.” 

“I enjoy the wheelie 
boards and seeing 
friends. I like being 
able to go outside 
and run around.” 

“We like to sit 
quietly  and look 
at cards.” 
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Christian Distinctiveness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been using the book ‘Peace and Me’ in our      
Collective  Worship sessions which is inspired by the 
lives of Nobel Peace Prize Laureates to help us under-
stand our school value of Peace.  

Peace can mean so many things to so many people. 
We have looked at Jean Henry Dunant. For him, Peace 
meant helping those in trouble. We have looked at     
Nelson Mandela. For him, Peace meant treating all 
people as equals. We have looked at Malala 
Yousfazai who campaigned for her belief of Peace 
being giving girls the chance to go to school.  

From this, the children have been researching other 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureates to discover other acts 
of Peace from across the world.  

PEACE IS… 

...helping those in trouble 

...making sure everyone has a home 

...giving people the skills to thrive 

...making sure no one goes hungry 

...treating all people as equals 

...caring for those who are less fortu-
nate 

...finding ways to forgive 

...respecting all communities 

...valuing the things we have in common 

...letting silenced voices be heard 

...protecting our environment 

...making sure every child gets to go to 
school 

We have been asking the children 
what Peace means to them and some 
of their responses have really reflect-
ed the kind, caring nature of the 
school community. I have captured 
some for you to read: 
 
Maisie “To me Peace means living in 
‘harmony’ where everyone is happy 
and loved”   
 
Gabriel “I think Peace is the feeling 
you get after an act of kindness. If 
Peace is helping those in trouble, you 
use Compassion to help them and 
gain Peace knowing that they are 
okay.” 
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  Courageous Advocacy 

 

Our Courageous Advocacy award this month has to go to two pupils for their action 
for making change. As a church school, one of the strands of the framework is en-
couraging and developing pupils to become courageous leaders, to give them aspi-
ration for themselves and hope for the community of which they are part. Our 
school Christian vision is built on the foundations that Dartington is the good soil 
and all those who come into contact with it are fed and watered to prepare for the 
next stages of their lives.  

A few weeks ago, I was approached by two pupils, Evie and Melody, who wanted 
to make a difference. They wanted to inspire the whole school in their vision of 
change and to engage in social action to be courageous advocates and make a 
difference. So they told me about how they had set up their own group called ‘It 
Counts!’ and how they planned to help others in need.  

Through their research, they noticed that there were a species of Rhinos in the 
Northern Hemisphere which were at risk of becoming extinct. They were not happy 
about this and came to me with 8 plans of what they could do. I asked them to write 
a letter that could go out to engage our families in their campaign and the next day, 
they did.  

You received the letter from It Counts! last half term and on the 13th of November 
we are having a fancy dress day for anyone who would like to join  in school to 
come in dressed as an animal (or wearing animal accessories) and donate £1 (or 
whatever they can afford) to support this cause https://
donate.olpejetaconservancy.org/projects/sudan 

These two girls have truly blown me away with their Courage, Wisdom, Compas-
sion and campaigning for Peace and we cannot wait to see what Evie and Melody 
achieve on the 13th of November! 

They will update you on how much money they raise! 

Najin (left) and Fatu are the last two northern white rhinos on the 
planet. 
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Black History Month update 

During October’s Black History Month, we have celebrated - and been fascinated 
and inspired by -many incredible people whose contributions to the world have 
made their mark on Black History. These have included: Katherine Johnson and 
her team of ‘human computers’ who held pivotal roles in NASA’s space          
programme; Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King and their work for American civil 
rights; the 18th-century classical composer, Joseph Boulogne (aka Chevalier de 
Saint-Georges).  

Throughout this learning, the children have been able to demonstrate their depth 
of understanding of the Christian values of compassion and justice, and have 
shown great wisdom in their thoughts and discussions around this subject. I 

n upper key stage 2, this led us to discussions about the Black Lives Matter 
movement.  We were able to see this reflected in the parable that Jesus told 
about the shepherd and his sheep, in the New Testament (Luke 15, 1-7). In the 
parable, all of the sheep are precious to the shepherd but, at times, some of his 
sheep needed more care and protection than the others.  

We have been so proud of our children’s responses: they spoke of how, as in the 
parable, we need to acknowledge that some people need more help than others, 
especially where there has been injustice. They spoke of standing-up for those 
that don’t have a voice, of loving your neighbour as you love yourself and your 
family and of calling-out situations of injustice, lovingly.   

Black History Month has led to some powerful learning. Over the half-term      
holiday, our children were tasked with furthering their research and                  
understanding in this area and we look forward to sharing their responses as we 
begin this new half-term. 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
I want to say a huge thank you to you all for your continued support and commitment to ensuring your 
children are attending school regularly, particularly with all of the additional challenges we are all facing 
together during the pandemic.  
Our whole school attendance for the first half term of 2020 was 95.22% which is a tremendous 
improvement compared to this time last year and very nearly in line with the national average. This is a 
testament to the commitment shown by children and families to the importance of regular attendance. Now 
more than ever, regular attendance in school is so important, not just for children’s academic development, 
but also for their social, emotional and mental health.  
Thank you for your understanding and patience with unravelling the ever changing guidance around the 
pandemic and the collective effort made to adhere to the guidance being given around monitoring 
symptoms. I am extremely proud and grateful for the way our community has responded and has always 
had the best interests of all children in Dartington at heart. 
Current guidance on attendance remains unchanged. This means that children and families should only 
self isolate if you are advised to do so by the Track and Trace Service, or if you notice any of the 3 main 
symptoms: 

 New and persistent cough 
 

 High temperature 
 

 Loss of taste/smell 
 
 As a school we have a small reserve of home testing kits that we are able to provide to families if you 
have difficulty accessing a test through the usual channels. 
If you are worried about symptoms, please call 119 for additional advice or call the school office if you are 
unsure about what to do. I can reassure you that any Covid related absences will not impact your child's 
attendance records. 
For any other absences, our attendance policy still applies which can be found through our school website. 
As always, if you have any questions or would like to discuss attendance, please contact the 
office and ask to speak to Mr Trewinnard. 
Best wishes, 
Mr Trewinnard 
(DSL and Attendance Lead) 

  Attendance 
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BABY NEWS! 

We are delighted to announce some        
wonderful news for two of our teachers. Mrs 
Floyd and Mrs Calder are both expecting so 
you will probably notice growing bumps as 

the year progresses! Mrs Floyd is due in the 
Spring term and Mrs Calder is due in the 

Summer term. We are so pleased for them 
both and will update both Kingfishers and 

Robins class on the maternity plan closer to 
the date.  

    COMMUNITY NOTICES 

We have had a couple of reports from the local community about careless driving in the 
Meadow Brook car park. We understand that this area is  busy as it serves 3 local 
schools. However, there have recently been allegations made of some near misses due 
to people not parking in the designated safe spaces and this has raised concerns about 
safety.  
We continue to work with the other schools and Dartington Hall Trust to see what we can 
do to support everyone in making safer parking choices and I am pleased to say that 
Jacqui Hodgson our local Dartington Councillor has taken action to support the school on 
this too as well as the local Police team. Just to remind you, the car parks at Dartington 
Cider Press are also available for parents to use. They offer a vast, safe space to park 
and they do not charge for school pick up or drop offs. 
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Forest School 
 

In Swallows and Kingfishers classes we have been spotting the autumnal changes in nature. The children have 
been looking for seeds and finding out the different ways in which they all disperse, and dispersing some seeds 
themselves as they attach to their clothing! They have also been looking at the characteristics of leaves that help 
us to identify the tree that bears them. Vein patterns were clearly seen in their leaf rubbing activity; some leaves 
have one main vein that runs from the tip of the leaf to the stem, whilst other leaves have more than one main 
vein which meet at the stem. 
In key stage two classes have been developing their mapping skills. They 
worked in teams to find items around our school site, years five and six used 
four figure grid references. 
All children have harvested an apple from the orchard now, so please feel 
free to collect the remainder of the apples so they don’t go to waste. We look 
forward to being able to press again next year! 

How can we empower our parents to   
support their children in RSHE at home?  

 

Mrs Honey and Mr Trewinnard have been part of a team of expertise 
led by Mrs Semmens, Headteacher of Ellacombe Academy, to        
develop our Relationships and Health Education (RSHE) Curriculum 
which is a statutory requirement of all schools from this academic 
year. This curriculum seeks to help children learn about themselves 
and others, make connections with the world around them and have 
the tools to flourish in life.  Having such a pool of talented leaders 
across the Trust working together has enabled us to draw on a vast 
depth of experience and knowledge. By working together, we have 
researched and chosen nationally recognised resources to enhance 
and support the community at Dartington. After half term, we will be 
inviting you to join us for a virtual parent consultation to learn more 
about the statutory requirements and overview of the curriculum. This 
will take place on Thursday 19th of November at 10:30 am. More        
information will be sent before this date.  

 A Royal Surprise  
One sunny afternoon, I spotted Edith sitting on a sunny bench and I 
went over to join her. I am so very happy that I did because, as we 
were chatting, Edith informed me of some incredible news!  

During the lockdown, Edith and her sister Matilda decided they would 
brighten up the day of someone else. Someone quite special. So, they 
wrote lovely letters and posted beautiful drawings to the Queen. 

On the 14th of August Edith and Matilda could not believe their eyes 
as something very special arrived in the post...It was a letter from the 
Lady in Waiting on behalf of the Queen from Balmoral Castle! 

I said to Edith that it had made me smile so much that we should 
share the glorious news with the rest of the school in this month’s 
newsletter.   
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Wrens 
 
 
 
Wow! Here we are at the start of the second half term 
for our wonderful Wrens.  
Half term has really given the EYFS team time to 
reflect on the unusual start to this school year. We 
cannot say enough how proud we are of the children 
– and grownups – who have so beautifully adjusted 
to the ‘new normal’. As a team we remain dedicated 
to thinking of new ways to ensure the children 
continue to thrive and enjoy their learning.  
This half term we will be building on all the amazing 
learning from last term through the wonderful topic of 
Traditional Tales. The children will share a range of 
traditional stories in class starting with the brilliant 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Together we will 
explore each story through retelling, songs, role play, 
story mapping and play. 
Over the next few weeks the children will be 
challenged to think about who are the ‘good’ and 
‘bad’ characters in a story and why. They will 
consider the events of the story from different 
viewpoints and discuss the questions – are all ‘scary’ 
characters bad? Are all the ‘good’ characters really 
good? 
We cannot wait to get started! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sparrows 
 
 
 
In October, Sparrows Class have been continuing 
to think about our half-termly topic “The Story of 
Me: We are all the same, we are all different”. We 
have learnt more about our bodies and how to 
keep them healthy, and have enjoyed singing our 
body songs as well as getting our bodies moving 
by dancing. We have also explored our emotions 
by reading the story of ‘The Colour Monster’. In this 
book, the monster is all jumbled up and needs help 
to identify and name the different emotions, which 
are all associated with a colour. The children have 
been using this language to explain how they feel 
at different times and listened to each other talk 
about their feelings. What super ‘Shareonyx’ you 
are Sparrows! 
We have also continued to explore and investigate 
the changing of the seasons by heading out into 
our wonderful school gardens, woods and orchard. 
We had lots of fun collecting apples, talking about 
the different sizes we could find (we found one that 
was nearly as big as our heads!) and then using 
these to make yummy apple scones. We have also 
cooked up a delicious pumpkin and carrot soup, 
being very careful when chopping  the vegetables, 
and enjoyed some toast together on a rainy 
morning, using knives to spread our chosen 
toppings.  
We are looking forward to getting stuck into our 
new half-term’s learning, when we will be reading 
lots of ‘Traditional Tales’ and sharing our favourites 
with each other. We can’t wait to see what 
wonderful learning and playing will happen in 
Sparrows this month! 
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Robins 
 
Over the past month Robins have enjoyed getting 
outside and watching the seasons change. The children 
have loved spotting the beautiful autumnal colours of 
yellow, orange, red and brown and using what we could 
find in nature to make some fantastic funny faces and 
crunchy leaf necklaces! Robins have also learnt to 
identify different trees by looking at the characteristics of 
their leaves and spot some of these trees around the 
school grounds. Super work Robins! What fantastic 
explorosaurs’ you are!  
As most of you know, we have been exploring the globe 
and finding out about the continents and oceans of the 
world. The children made some lovely travel brochures 
displaying some facts they had learnt about the different 
corners of the world and produced some great drawings 
too! We are looking forward to our history topic this half 
term which will be focusing on the changes of transport 
over time - a popular topic with lots of our children! 
In science this half term, the children have investigated a 
range of different materials. They have grouped them 
according to their properties and discussed the best 
material to use for waterproofing. Amazing work 
solveosaurus rexs!  
Well done for all your hard work this month Robins. I’m 
sure there is going to be a brilliant buzz in class over the 
next few months as we move closer to the Christmas 
period!  
  
 
 

 

Swallows 
 
 
What a lovely month we have had in Swallow class! It 
baffles me how quickly the time has flown. The children 
have made me so proud with all of their hard work. They 
have all grown in confidence and resilience and it really 
shows in everything they have produced. In English we 
have enjoyed reading our focus book; ‘the three little 
wolves and the big bad pig’! Through this fantastic story 
their vocabulary has grown exponentially and this has 
resulted in some brilliant independent writing! I love this 
line from Febe - ‘the wolves managed to escape but the 
big bad pig wasn’t called big and bad for nothing!’ Well 
done everyone, brilliant learning! 
In R.E we have explored christianity and forgiveness. 
The children have such wonderful moral compasses, and 
can articulate when we should forgive and why. I love 
Evie’s line of, ‘I think it’s important to forgive because it 
makes other people happy, and then other people will be 
kind to each other.’ In science this term, we have loved 
investigating a range of different materials; categorising 
them, describing their properties and designing our own 
waterproof clothing range! In the picture shown the 
children are carrying out their own experiment to test the 
absorbency of a range of materials. Kitchen cloth came 
out on top! 
Well done for yet another lovely month Swallows! I’m 
sure next month will bring even more excitement  as we 
move towards Christmas festivities! 
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Kingfishers 

And just like that, it’s November already! Time 
certainly flies when you’re having fun and we have 
loved being back together and getting stuck into 
our learning.  

We have been all over the world during the first 
half of the term during our work on continents and 
oceans- from the sunny climes of Australia to the 
snowy desert of Antarctica via some delicious 
stops in Europe to try out pasta, pizza and cream 
teas!  The children created lovely travel brochures 
highlighting some of their favourite places they 
have learnt about from all four corners of the 
globe.   

At the end of the half term, Kingfishers were really 
lucky to have the opportunity to work alongside 
Bex (Sam’s mum!) as part of the community pro-
ject redeveloping the play area at Meadowbrook. 
As well as donning full waterproofs, we put on our 
imaginary hats to see what new play equipment is 
coming to the site, including a new roundabout 
and a four way slide.  We also got to look at the 
evidence of nature living in the area, including owl 
pellets and badger hair.  One of the most exciting 
things was making earth art which has been pho-
tographed to include in the new signs for the 
park!  Big thanks to Bex for an informative and 
enjoyable afternoon - a bit of rain never stops the 
Kingfishers from having fun! 

We’re looking forward to 
learning all about the 
changes in transport over 
time this half term and of 
course beginning to enjoy 

Tawny Owls 

 
 
The time has flown past these last few weeks. I 
can’t believe we are now beginning the 2nd half 
of our Autumn Term, it really only feels like yes-
terday that I was writing September’s newslet-
ter! 
Our Tawny Owls have been so resilient in their 
work this half term. It is really hard to focus on 
one subject but I have to acknowledge the in-
credible work all the children have done in their 
English writing this half term. Our focus was 
writing to inform so we have spent the past 6/7 
weeks looking at devices that can help bulk up 
our writing and pack it full of information and 
detail. We have looked at punctuation, sentence 
structures (simple and compound), conjunc-
tions, prepositions and expanded noun phrases, 
a lot to do in one half-term! 
We were able to show off what we have learned 
in the final week before half-term. Our goal was 
to write an autobiographical letter from the per-
spective of a child being lost and stranded in the 
Amazon Rainforest. We drew a lot of inspiration 
from our class novel (The Explorer) and my 
guided reading group have been learning about 
the rainforest through our Rainforest Rough 
Guide so it was a great opportunity to write in-
formatively about the Amazon and what we 
have learned. 
The children responded superbly and crafted 
some stunning pieces on their writing wall paper 
that are now stuck into their English books. I 
was completely ecstatic reading through their 
pieces with them and noting how they have 
clearly been listening and responding well to the 
feedback given and engaging with the devices 
they have been learning about. The pictures 
show a few of the incredible letters written but I 
honestly could have put the whole class in 
there, the quality of the writing was beautiful and 
the children should be absolutely delighted with 
what they have all achieved. Half-term rest defi-
nitely deserved! 
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Nightingales 
 

This month, the children in the Nightingales have 
continued to blow me away with their enthusiasm 
and love of learning. We have had such a busy 
month enjoying all that our curriculum offers us at 
Dartington.  
In our science lessons, we have been exploring 
how substances can change state. We have had a 
particular focus on how water melts and changes 
state from solid ice to a liquid and back. We have 
really enjoyed carrying out investigations into the 
rate of ice melting and have even presented our 
results in graphs comparing the different rates be-
fore analysing what they mean. We can’t wait to 
continue to explore different states of matter next 
half term. 
In our indoor PE, the Nightingales have been work-
ing hard on their gymnastics routines. In our final 
PE lesson, the children performed their routines to 
the rest of their classmates and showed off their 
incredible progress of both their gymnastics skills in 
their balances and rolls as well as their performance 
skills. A huge well done to all of the Nightingales for 
your hard work in PE this half term. Next half term, 
we will be working with Mr Coupe, our PE specialist, 

for outdoor PE and 
I can’t wait to see 
what the progress 
the Nightingales will 

Woodpeckers 

 
I am incredibly proud of the progress made by 
every member of the Woodpeckers class so far 
this term in so many areas of the curriculum. Our 
learning all gelled together perfectly to culminate 
in some amazing writing and geography out-
comes in particular. We studied the geographical 
areas of the Arctic and Antarctic in order to better 
understand these icy landscapes then used this 
information to write some amazing adventure-
story settings. Having used our class novel, Sky 
Song, to inspire our work, the children were really 
engaged and motivated to produce some high-
quality writing. The photos show the writing pro-
gress made by just one child but all of the Wood-
peckers have been able to show off the amazing 
writing that they are capable of.  
We have also created some beautiful sketches of 
Arctic animals in art, dissected and studied flow-
ers in science, learnt to attack and defend during 
our rugby sessions, studied the Christian view of 
creation in RE,  performed gymnastics sequences 
in indoor PE and compared and ordered numbers 
up to a million in maths. We really have been a 
busy bunch. I now can’t wait to see what other 
amazing outcomes we can achieve in the month 
ahead!  
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Red Kites 
 
Just like that it is November! Time has gone incredibly 
quick but I am truly impressed by the resilience, 
determination and perseverance shown by Red Kites, you 
have all settled back into school so beautifully and we have 
had so many lovely learning opportunities as a result! 
Our class novel, Sky Song, has tied in brilliantly with our 
reading, writing and geography outcomes this term. From 
retrieving and interpreting information about the story, to 
producing high-quality descriptive sentences about a 
setting and even finding out about key geographical areas 
linked to the story; the Arctic and Antarctic - we have done 
it all! Even our wonderful art outcomes have been linked to 
animals found in these conditions; sketches of arctic hares, 
foxes, seals, polar bears etc. My favourite lesson was 
watching a step by step guide on how to draw a wolf - the 
children were so focused on each individual step and 
conscious of how they could make their drawing more 
realistic! I can’t wait to see some more art-filled outcomes 
next term.  
Alongside all the above, we 
have tackled practice SATs 
papers, looked at the four 
operations (addition, 
subtraction, multiplication 
and division) in maths, 
studied the creation and 
science debate in RE from 
a Christians point of view, 
identified how strawberries 
and potatoes reproduce, 
used the 5 main actions 
(jump, turn, gesture, 
balance and travel) to 
create gymnastic 
sequences as well as taken 
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Swifts 
Wow, it is November already.  Where did the 
last month go? The resilience and persever-
ance Swifts have shown has been incredible 
and we are incredibly proud of everything they 
have achieved. 

Swifts have done some absolutely amazing 
learning across the whole curriculum.  I was 
delighted to see how they have learnt to trans-
fer and apply their learning in one subject to 
help them in another.  In English, we looked at 
writing a beautiful descriptive text about a sce-
ne from our class text ‘Sky Song’.  The class 
then used this learning in their Religious Educa-
tion lessons to help write a lovely poem about 
the world around them.  I was blown-away by 
their very thoughtful and descriptive lan-
guage.  It was also lovely to see how the class 
engaged with the discussions held in these les-
sons.  We thought very carefully about Creation 
and compared the religious view based on the 
Bible, and the scientific view of Evolution.  The 
discussions that we had whilst trying to decide if 
they were mutually exclusive were fantastic, 
and it was great to see how they listened to dif-
ferent viewpoints and began to form their own 
opinions.  

The determination shown in maths has been 
wonderful.  We have thought deeply about 
place value and also looked at securing addi-
tion.  The way in which the class are using ob-
jects, pictures and diagrams to help explain 
their thinking is wonderful and we will continue 
to build on this throughout the next half term. 

We also completed our Geographical learning 
about the world as a whole and we are really 
looking forward to exploring our past during our 
History focus over the coming weeks.   

https://facebook.com/DartingtonCofE
https://twitter.com/DartingtonCofE

