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Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
As the Chief Executive of the Learning Academy 
Partnership, it is my very great pleasure to 
welcome you to this month’s school newsletter and 
to thank you for the tremendous support that we 
have received from parents and our communities 
during these challenging times.   
  
Dartington C of E Primary School 
As you know, since July 2019, Dartington has been 
working in a very successful management 
partnership with the Learning Academy Partnership 
Trust. This partnership was established with a view 
to Dartington, subject to consultation with 
stakeholders, joining the Trust family of schools 
more formally in September 2020.  
Due to COVID the consultation has been 
postponed until the Spring Term. This consultation 
will be with a view to Dartington converting to 
academy status and joining the Trust formally from 
April 2021.    
The school is on a tremendous journey and we are 
continually working to ensure we offer the 
community a great school. The benefits of the 
partnership for our children and staff have been 
many and the feedback from parents very positive. 
We hope that you agree. During the Spring Term 
there will be  opportunities for a full consultation 
period so that parents have a voice in the process. 
The Board of Governors will be writing to all 
parents before the end of the term with details of 
this process. 
Thank You To Our Staff  
Since the beginning of the first lockdown in March 
our schools have been operating in the most 
extraordinary and challenging of circumstances to 
provide a safe learning environment and continuity 
of provision for our children. The safety and welfare 
of our children, staff and families remain our key 
priority. I would also like to thank you for showing 
our staff such understanding and patience as we 
work our way through these unusual times. 
  
Throughout this time staff have worked selflessly to 
keep our schools as safe as possible and at all 
times ‘putting our children first. I am immensely 
proud of our leaders, teachers and our staff who 
have demonstrated such professionalism and 
dedication, above and beyond the call of duty. It is 
testament to the leadership of our Heads and the 
hard work of all our staff, with your support, that 
despite the current restrictions, Dartington and all 

our schools are beaming with happy children and 
staff  where love and care is tangible and where the 
exciting buzz of learning exudes. I and my team 
across our family of schools have worked very 
closely together throughout the pandemic to ensure 
that everyone is well supported. 
  
Governance  
I want to also thank our Board of Trustees and 
Dartington Board of  Governors for their 
continued  support of Dartington during these 
difficult times. Our shared values: ‘Collectively 
Empowering Excellence’ have been abundantly 
evident during the course of this past year with 
everyone, in and across our school 
communities,  pulling together to ensure we are 
able to deliver the best possible care and education 
for our pupils, while also delivering on ambitious 
projects to support those in the community who 
have faced challenges during the past year. 
  
I would like to take this opportunity to share some of 
the excellent work happening across the Trust. 
Across all our schools, there have been excellent 
fund-raising efforts for charities who are doing great 
work. Thanks to coordination and efforts of  the 
children, Save the Rhino Day was an excellent 
success at Dartington. We have seen some truly 
outstanding efforts from parents and pupils across 
our schools. Thank you! 
Wider Reach of the Trust 
As many of you will know, our Trust works 
extensively across the South West schools region 
to: support school improvement; deliver teacher 
training and provide staff excellent professional 
development opportunities, all with the aim of 
improving achievement and ensuring the best 
possible curriculum experiences for our children. 
The Learning Academy Partnership is the Number 1 
Trust in the country for the outcomes of 
disadvantaged children and in the Top 10 Trusts 
nationally for the progress that all our children 
make. This is an amazing achievement and 
testament to the excellent quality of leadership, 
teaching and learning across all our schools.  
It was 10 years ago, in 2010, that we were 
designated as a National Support School, then 
accredited as a nationally designated Teaching 
School (2014) and then as a National English Hub 
(2019). This recognition and the resulting activity 
continues to contribute to the  improved 
opportunities and the achievement for all our 
children and I am so pleased that Dartington 
children and staff are benefitting from our 
offer.  This also drives additional income generation 
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that is reinvested into our schools for the benefit 
of our children and staff. As always, our pupils are 
at the heart of everything we do.  
It is great news that very recently we were 
awarded almost half a million pounds’ worth of 
extra Government funding to extend the reach of 
our flagship English Hub. The money means that 
the Trust will be able to grow the Centre of 
Excellence, based at Ilsham C of E Academy but 
involving all our schools, to share our expertise in 
teaching English both across the Trust as well as 
the South West more broadly. This is a flagship 
achievement that we are immensely proud of and 
one where all our schools and children benefit.  
New School for Paignton.  
The  Department for Education has awarded the 
Trust permission to open a brand new school in 
Paignton, to support the overwhelming need for 
primary school places in the area. We are making 
good progress with our plans to open St Michael’s 
Church of England Academy in Paignton in 
September 2021, with building work for the new 
site in Fisher Street making good progress, and 
the admission process in full swing. This new 
academy will be the tenth exceptional school in 
the Trust family. It will begin by offering Nursery 
and Reception places to families in and around 
Paignton. If you know of any families who would 
be interested, please put them in touch with our 
admissions team (admissions@lapsw.org). 
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Finally, I wanted to share with you the ‘Thank a Teacher 
Card’ campaign, run by the Teaching Awards Trust. Any 
pupil, parent or member of the public can show their 
appreciation for those education staff working in schools 
and colleges by sending them a free card and personal 
message. In the lead up to Christmas, we want to make 
sure as many teachers and education staff receive 
thank you messages from students, parents and other 
teachers as possible after an incredibly challenging 
year. You can send a free thank you e-card to teachers 
and education staff in the next couple of weeks by    
visiting the website here. 

I would like to wish you all a very peaceful, safe and 
enjoyable Christmas break.  

  

Very Best wishes 

 

 

Mrs L Atkinson  

Chief Executive 
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DECEMBER 
11th     Christmas Jumper   
                                     Day 
15th     Art Competition 
 
18th     End of Term 
 
JANUARY 
4th January    Start of Spring Term 
 
 
 
FEBRUARY 
15th - 19th    Half Term 
 
8th - 12th  Parents    
              Evening Week 
APRIL 
1st    Non Pupil Day 
 2nd    End of Term 
19th    Start of  
   Summer Term 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 MAY 
3rd      Bank Holiday  
28th     Non Pupil Day 
31st     End Of Term 
 
JUNE 
4th    Start of term. 
   
JULY 
23rd     End of Term 



 

   Headteacher Update 

Dear Parents  

What a wonderful month filled with lots of joy and 
learning to  celebrate! Our curriculum has begun 
to take shape as the  children journey towards the 
end of their first term. I hope  that you enjoy    
reading about the new knowledge and skills 
that  your children have been learning about in 
their classrooms.  

Thank you for completing the parent questionnaire 
this term. The questions were copied from the  
Ofsted and SIAMs (church school) inspection 
questionnaire for parents and as well as giving you 
an idea of what the inspectors will ask you when 
they come in, they give us a golden opportunity to 
see how you feel and make changes to support 
you further.  

Last year, our parent community told us that the 
curriculum was an area of the school that needed 
developing to inspire the children beyond English 
and Maths. We have begun this and on the last 
questionnaire we had many comments about how 
the subjects have improved, but many of you 
wished to know where you would find the          
curriculum information about how your child is 
learning each term. 

Firstly, we had many comments about where you 
would find the curriculum information about how 
your child is learning each term.  

We have now introduced many ways to inform you 
on what your child is learning across all subjects in 
the year: 

We have termly curriculum booklets which are 
emailed out to you, but you can also find here on 
the website https://www.dartington.devon.sch.uk/
for-parents/curriculum/ We have decided, to sup-
port you further to reduce the length of these to a 
one page sheet and send them half termly, so that 
it is easier for you to access.  

We have placed our yearly curriculum overview on 
our website so you always have quick access. you 
can find this here https://
www.dartington.devon.sch.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2020/11/Year-B-Curriculum-Overview-
2020-2021.pdf 

We hold termly parent's evening to discuss your 
child’s progress. The next one is in the week   
commencing the 8th of February 2021. 

We send out the monthly school bulletin detailing 
the curriculum learning for all of your classes. 
These are also on the website too.  

 

 

The teachers send out weekly class newsletters 
for  details of the learning that week.  

We have our social media Facebook and Twitter 
pages to give you snapshots of learning as well as 
dates and reminders of events. 

Mahatma Gandhi: 'Learn as if you were to live 
forever.’  

Creating opportunities to make learning irresistible 
is our aim  each and every day at Dartington    
Primary and the teachers  have been working  
tirelessly to improve on this. Our leadership team 
have had a  busy month inside the classrooms 
working with each teacher to  coach them towards 
improving their practice which, in turn,  impacts on 
your child’s learning. Through education, we 
have  the gift of inspiring love of learning;         
creativity and the courage to  make positive  
choices to build the future. That’s why 
each  classroom has been making the most use of 
the incredible  environment around them,         
exploring and being creative through RSE, forest 
school RE, History, PE  Music, Art, Science and 
Geography.  

We have seen, this month,  the Red Kites learning 
skills for tone and applying this to their artwork 
inspired by Valerie Davide, the Nightingales using 
sources in History to learn about the Anglo      
Saxons and their impact on the world we live in 
today and many more…  

Some of our children were asked to talk about 
their curriculum experiences with our Governors 
last month and some of their responses were 
stunning..  
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Because this curriculum is new, the children are 
picking up lots of new knowledge. Now we have our 
A and B rolling curriculum, the children will revisit 
and build upon prior knowledge to enable them to 
know more, remember more and  apply their new 
skills. Moving forwards, we will continue to ensure 
that all of our curriculum centres around our locality 
of Dartington and takes the children from the local, 
to the national, to the global, experiencing new 
worlds, new facts and new cultures along the way! 

 

 

“Learning in art is more exciting now. It is 
challenging because we learn how to use 
different resources like willow charcoal 
and how some artists use different skills 
to draw”  

“Learning about Geography is really fun because it 
takes us to new places. We have been looking at the 
Equator and longitude and latitude lines. I know if I 
wanted to live in a hotter climate, then I should move 
towards the equator. In our country, everything is 
very green because we are quite far from the equator 
so it is not too hot and plants grow well.”  

“My favourite part was 
making our own willow 
charcoal for art in forest 

school. We had to smoke 
the willow in tins on the fire 
and then starve it of oxy-

gen and let it cool”  

If you have any questions about our           
curriculum, please contact the school and our 
curriculum leader, Mrs Davis, will happily   
discuss it further with you! 

Kind Regards 

 

 

 

Mrs Huish  
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     Office News 

Staff Training 

The office will be closed on a Tuesday morning between 9.30am - 11.30am and a Thursday afternoon 
from 1pm - 2.30pm for staff training each week during December.  

Do you have a child  who is reaching                         
school or nursery age? Come and join our school 
family. We still have Nursery and Reception spaces 
available! Ask our friendly Admin team if you would 
like to increase your hours or if you know anyone  
who would like to apply for another child space in 
our school. Tours are available, but we do have  
limited space! 

If your child was born between 1st September 2016 
and 31st August 2017 they are due to start school in 
Reception class in  September 2021. The admission 
process will be open from 15th November until 15th 
January 2021. To apply for a place for your child 
please go to  

Devon County Council Admissions at https://
www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-
information/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-
primary-school-place 

If you cannot access the school admissions website 
you can get more information by calling the         
Education Helpline on 0345 1551019. Or pop into 
the office and will be able to help.  

Nursery and School 
Places 

We would like to give a very warm welcome to 
Mrs Eyeland! She is officially the newest      
member to the Dartington family! Mrs Eyeland is 
our new learning support assistant and you can 
find her in our EYFS.  
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As you are all aware from reading Septembers edition I wrote a little segment about hair loss 
and how important it is to raise awareness. March this year was the turning point for me! After 
many years of suffering in silence I plucked up the courage to start a YouTube channel              
- a support network to help women struggling with hair loss, discussing life as a bald women, 
the wonderful world of wigs and sharing tips on how to apply wigs and how to make them look 
as natural as possible. Little did I know that this reached out to thousands of people and at that 
moment I realised that I was simply not alone.  

Because of my online presence promoting hair loss, working with wig 
brands and charities, I had the opportunity to represent the hair loss 
community with a famous clothing brand ’Missguided’ in their latest 
fashion campaign - redefining todays beauty standards. It was such a 
humbling experience to be the face of something that simply is not 
represented enough but most importantly show our children that hair 
does not define beauty.   

Recently I have been speaking with newspapers and 
magazine editors who are eager to write up a story 
about my journey in the hopes to help educate   
readers and reach out to those with hair loss       
conditions! Not only does this represent inclusion in 
the media but  opportunities for others to help shape 
todays beauty standards. Each day I am delighted to 
see more diversity on TV, social media and the  
fashion industry because it is so important to teach 
our children compassion, show care, kindness,    

understanding individuality and love to others. Here at Dartington Primary School our vision and 
values underpin all of the importance of  diversity, inclusion and celebrating peoples              
differences. It shapes how we act and how we treat each other. The one thing I always say to 
my daughter is that you are unique because there is only one of you. Embrace your individuality 

because life would be boring if we all looked the same! 

For more information about Alopecia please visit 
https://www.alopecia.org.uk/  

 

Thank you so much to those who donated to this amazing charity who 
help women with cancer in underprivileged  areas in Africa own a wig! 
Your support has not gone unnoticed, I will keep you all updated! 

 

Miss Barber 

Representation Matters 

  Donate A Wig 
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Spring Term Parents Evening 

We wanted to let you know in advance the dates for our Spring Term Parents Evening Consultations. These termly 
opportunities give you designated time to discuss your child’s progress and experience of school across the curricu-
lum.  

All meetings will take place in the week commencing the 8th of February 2021. The teachers have spread them across 
the week so that hopefully if you have multiple children in the school, you can find a free slot. We will give you the op-
tion of a video call or phone call again and will display sheets closer to the time for you to sign up to.  

The evenings that the teachers will be holding these are as follows: 

 
Sparrows Class 

Monday 8th of February 2021 

Wrens Class 

Monday 8th of February 2021 

Thursday 11th February 2021 

Robins Class 

Monday 8th of February 2021 

Wednesday 10th February 2021 

Swallows Class 

Tuesday 9th of February 2021 

Wednesday 10th of February 2021 

Thursday 11th February 2021 

Kingfishers class 

Monday 8th February 2021 

Tuesday 9th of February 2021 

Wednesday 10th of February 2021 

Tawny Owls Class 

Monday 8th of February 2021 

Wednesday 10th of February 2021 

Nightingales Class 

Tuesday 9th of February 2021 

Wednesday 10th of February 2021 

Thursday 11th February 2021 

Woodpeckers Class 

Monday 8th February 2021 

Tuesday 9th of February 2021 

Swifts Class 

Monday 8th of February 2021 

Wednesday 10th of February 2021 

Red Kites Class 

Monday 8th February 2021 

Tuesday 9th of February 2021 
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  Wrap Around Care 

Wrap Around Care - Breakfast & Afterschool Club 

It has been a year since we launched our wrap-around care at Dartington, 
and we are really pleased with how successful it has been and that we have 
been able to offer this service for our families and pupils.  

We have been able to continue the Breakfast Club where the 
children engage in a variety of activities to encourage a calm 
and yet stimulating start to the morning ready for their day at 
school. They are offered a healthy choice of cereals, toast and 
a drink to set them up for the day. Breakfast club is open from 
7.45am until 8.40am. The cost of the breakfast club is 7.45am 
- 8.4am £4.50 and 8.30am - 8.40am £1.50.  

 

In our After School Club there are a 
range of fun play-based activities for 
the children to participate in includ-
ing cooking, arts and craft, board 
games and on occasion, age appro-
priate (‘U’) films are shown. There is 
also a quiet area for reading and 
catching up with their homework. 
The children are offered a selection 
of healthy snacks. The After School 
Clubs runs from 3.15pm - 6pm and 
the cost of the club is £9.00 with a 10% discount for siblings. 

If you would like more information or would like to book a session please 
contact the office team who will be able to help you. 

 

 

After School Club and Breakfast Club 

“I enjoy seeing my 
friends, it’s fun! My 
favourite game is 
hide and seek.” 

“I enjoy the wheelie 
boards and seeing 
friends. I like being 
able to go outside 
and run around.” 

“We like to sit 
quietly  and look 
at cards.” 
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    Caught being kind 

  Courageous Advocacy 

 
Every month teachers nominate a child who has gone above and beyond in their 
community participation. The pupils chosen notice a need and they act on that 

need to make a difference in the world around them. 
 This month, our community award goes to Bo who has proved how conscientious 

he really is! He has gone above and beyond in thinking about our local environment 
and ensuring that it is well cared for. It is so important that we are all playing our 

part in keeping our environment healthy and sustainable. He even made the local 
newspaper!  

Bo has not been with us long, but we are really proud of what he has achieved in 
such a short space of time. Thank you Bo for modelling to everyone in our school 
the importance of showing our local area and nature the Peace and Compassion 

that it truly deserves! 

 
 

With the run up to Christmas approaching fast, we have introduced another certificate into 
our celebration assembly to add some festive charm. The staff in the school really wanted 

to acknowledge all the kindness and compassion that the children are showing each    
other. By unpicking and sharing examples of compassion in our collective worship       

sessions, the children have developed a deeper understanding and actively look to notice 
the needs of others and support them by going out of their way to make a difference. Our 
new ‘Kindful Christmas Elf’ has set the children weekly missions and we will be 
celebrating one moment from each class in Friday’s Celebration Assembly! 
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Inspired by our discussions in our assemblies and Evie and Melody’s amazing 
fundraising efforts, Bonny, Ellie and Sylvie created their own plan to support a 
cause that they are really passionate about. They have done all the research 

themselves, created a poster and written a letter to excite everyone in our new 
competition for 2021. I am so proud to watch them be so excited about making 

a difference! 

     Art Competition 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
We would like to invite all the children in 
Dartington Primary School to take part in an  
art competition!  
 
We want to dedicate some time to the polar 
bears and giant pandas who are both at risk of 
extinction due to climate change and humans 
destroying habitats and poaching for fun. Did 
you know that the numbers for these beautiful 
animals are diminishing by the minute? With 
only 1850 Giant Pandas and 22000 Polar 
bears living now in the wild, we need to take 
action fast to save them! 
 
We would like everyone to enter our ‘Bear day’ 
art competition. It is only £1 to enter and all 
money raised will go to the WWF charity who 
help these wonderful creatures.  
 
For the competition, you can choose any     
medium of art: paint, sculpture,                    
photography, sketching, collage, paper mache, 
sewing… etc Let your imagination run away 
with you! 
 
Entries must be in with donation by the 15th 
January 2021. We will be wearing a bear    
accessory on this day and you can too! 
 
The entries will all be displayed around the 
grounds for everyone to see when they pick 
their children up from school.  
 
There will be three winners chosen and a 1st, 
2nd and 3rd prize will be awarded the following 
week. 
 
Please write your name and class on the back. 
 
Help us to save the bears. We really hope that 
you can participate!  
 
Kind regards 
Sylvie, Bonny and Ellie 
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   Safeguarding update 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
There is a mobile phone game growing in popularity 
amongst children and young people across the country 
called Cunch Line Chronicles. While I am not aware of 
any children at Dartington speaking about the game I 
wanted to share my  concerns about it with you.  
 
Cunch-Line Chronicles is a simple 2-dimensional 
game which promises users a realistic depiction of 

‘London gang life’. The game draws on themes such as UK gang culture, drug 
running, police chases, and trap houses (places where drugs are stored). Users 
essentially run through areas, jump over obstacles,  deliver and collect drugs and 
escape police. ‘Cunch’ is a slang word for County, so the game is said to be 
based on the ‘County Lines’ phenomenon.  
 
This game has a lot of adult features and is not intended for       
children. If you become aware your child is playing this game,         
I would strongly advise speaking to them about playing age         
appropriate games.  
 
If you have any questions or would like any further advice around 
online safety, please don’t hesitate to contact Mr Trewinnard, 

   Food bank pantry 

Our school is very excited to announce that we will be running a Dartington Pantry! This was a great idea 
that was suggested by one of our very own parents. This will be a space where parents and carers are wel-
come to collect food. Feel free to take directly from the pantry, phone the school to arrange a time or just 
pop into the school office. The pantry will be located opposite the climbing wall as you come round the one 
way  system and will start running on the 7th of December. Donations of dry and tinned goods will be very 
welcome and can be dropped off at your child’s class.  

Ms Seaton-Smith  
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Delicious Hot School Lunches  

In October, we asked you to give us your feedback on our school lunches. We are on a continual drive to 
improve them and offer a range of nutritional choices for your children. We really  appreciate your      
feedback and wanted to let you know what actions we have taken this time to make a difference for you 
based on your feedback. All of our food is homemade and we have changed the wording where we can to 
show you this.  

What you told us  What we have done 
You told us that you wanted to see the choices 
for the jacket potatoes each day as these are 
not displayed on School Gateway.  

We have worked with School Gateway to expand our 
text levels. From January, you will be able to select a 
choice of jacket potatoes and a topping from plain, 

You told us that you wanted a seasonal menu that 
changed each term to suit the warmer and colder 
seasons.  

We already change our lunch menu termly, but we 
have changed some of the options to give the children 
a guaranteed hot meal in the winter months and more 

You told us that you wanted a wider selection 
of vegetarian options that did not contain 
Quorn.  

Mrs Wright, our kitchen manager, has revised the 
Spring menu and reduced the amount of Quorn        
alternatives for the vegetarian meals and replaced 

You told us that pizza was a popular choice 
and that you wanted this to be back on the 

The pizza choice will be back on the menu in the   
Summer term.  

You told us that your children preferred items 
such as lasagne, bolognaise, tuna pasta bake, 
chilli, curry and meatballs.  

Mrs Wright, our Kitchen Manager, has ensured that 
these are all available on the Spring and Summer 
school menus.  

You told us that you wanted daily salad       
options.  

There are already daily salad options that are available 
to all children. It is a salad bar that they choose from 
when they select their meals and contains options daily 
such as tomatoes, lettuce, carrots, cucumbers,        
radishes depending on availability. We will include   
pictures in the newsletters to show you these as we are 
unable to put these on the School Gateway meal     

You told us that you wanted more options of 
healthy puddings.  

Every day, there is a choice of fat free Greek yoghurt 
or a selection of fresh fruit. These are  changed           
seasonally and we will include photos in the next  
newsletters so you can see the choice. Normally, there 
are options such as sliced apples, banana, grapes,  
oranges, watermelon, plums etc We have also         
introduced the low sugar, Organic Pip ice lollies as  
another healthier choice.  

You told us that you wanted the school to    
provide more organic options including growing 
our own produce in the school allotment to use 
in the kitchen.  

This is something that we have plans to do. Mrs Wright    
already uses what we do have available such as      
potatoes and apples where she can, but we do wish to 
improve on this area over time. Next year, we hope to 
start the Food For Life scheme and part of this         
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    Forest School 

Children across the key stages have been enjoying pumpkin soup around the campfire 
this month. In years one and two, this linked with their learning that related to healthy 
eating and in years three and four it was linked to their science learning that related to 
changing materials. In addition, artists’ charcoal was made in tins in the embers of these 
fires. The charcoal making process reveals a fascinating difference when compared to 
wood burned on the open fire: the structure of the wood is preserved when it is burned in 
the absence of oxygen. We have also been cooking popcorn on the campfire, the chil-
dren were really excited to see the kernels exploding! Woodpecker class tasted the fruits 
of their labours from the crab apple harvest, and saw some jelly cooked on the campfire 
to appreciate how much sugar is used when preserving fruit. Nightingales and Tawny 
Owls have been using their creative skills to design rangoli patterns from natural materi-
als which linked to their learning about Diwali. 

It will be getting muddier and colder in Forest School so please could you ensure that 
your child is dressed for the outdoors on Forest School days.  

Many thanks. 

Mrs Wallace 
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     Christmas Dinner  

WOW! What a lovely day it was for all our staff and children to sit in their bubbles singing   
Christmas songs and eating their festive meals! The room was filled with happiness and    
laughter. I even lost count at how many Christmas Tree Ice creams I served  to the children.  

Miss Barber 

 

There is nothing quite like Christmas dinner 
When it is shared with folks that we enjoy 

After Santa Clause has done his best 
And all the children are playing with toys 

 
Everyone feels especially good, of course 

It’s a wonderful time of the year 
Everything bright and happy too 

Our lives are filled with gladness and cheer 
 

Dinner especially tastes so good 
When our friends are at the table 

We stuff ourselves with delicious food 
Then leave the table if we are able 

 
And when we are served by the very best 

We have an extra reason to be happy 
They are very good at what they do 
Get the food on the table so snappy 

 
I hope you too will have a wonderful time 
At Christmas dinner this year, my friend 
While spending time with those you love 

And waiting for a brand New Year to begin!  

 

- Marilyn Lott 
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Wrens 
 
November has just zoomed by!  
What a busy month we have had. This month we 
have thought about Bonfire Night and being safe with 
fireworks. The children made some amazing firework 
pictures. To mark Remembrance Day when we 
joined the rest of the school for our first school 
assembly and sat and listened so well. We will be 
joining the virtual school celebration assembly each 
Friday to celebrate our stars of the week.  
One day there were all sorts of exotic animals in 
school! That was a joyful way to think about 
endangered animals around the world.  
Wrens are incredible learners! We are learning to 
blend our sounds and read words in RWI and in 
maths we are singing songs and playing with 
numbers 1-5. We made Rangoli patterns with 
numicon, the number shapes, to celebrate Diwali. 
We have really enjoyed the traditional tales this term 
and some have been writing our own versions. We 
are learning about the Christmas story and starting to 
learn songs for our Christmas play. I am sure you will 
start to hear them at home soon! We look forward to 
sharing it with you very soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sparrows 
 
What a wonderful November we have had in 
Sparrows Class! It has been lovely watching the 
children get immersed in their learning through 
exploring and playing together. We have been 
listening to and joining in with lots of ‘Traditional 
Tales’ this month. The children have particularly 
enjoyed retelling the stories themselves, using 
masks or puppets to help them act out the story. 
There were some very grumpy trolls, and we had 
lots of fun being “sly foxes” and tricking the 
Gingerbread Man!  
 
We enjoyed creating some beautiful firework art at 
the beginning of the month, making firework ‘pop’ 
‘bang’ ‘whizz’ and ‘zoom’ noises as we painted 
outside.We then pretended to be fireworks in our 
PE lessons, spinning, jumping and zooming very 
quickly. It was a pretty spectacular show!  
 
We have also continued to take advantage of our 
amazing outdoor spaces here at Dartington. 
Sparrows have been Explorosaurs, taking notice of 
the world around them and talking about what they 
see. We made some super mud paintings and 
looked closely at the different leaves and objects 
we found. Well done Sparrows!  
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Robins 
 
What a month! It has really flown by. We have 
been so busy, with all our amazing learning. The 
Robins are blowing me away with how hard they 
are working in all areas of the curriculum.  
 
I am sure you are all aware of our super nativity 
songs, that the children learnt so quickly! we 
cannot wait to show you ‘2020 style’.  
 
The Robins have really got stuck into their topic 
learning. They love exploring and finding things 
out, about history or ourselves.  
In History we have been learning all about 
transport and how this has changed. The Robins 
loved researching a Viking Longboat. We had a go 
at drawing our very own one. We used big paper 
and worked together. It looks amazing!  
 
In science we are learning all about how to stay 
healthy. We start each lesson off with a 5 minute 
work out from Joe Wicks. The Robins now ask for a 
Joe Wicks work out!  
 
Well done on your amazing learning! 
 
 

 

 

Swallows 
 
 
Another fabulous month we have had here in Swallow 
class. I’m in awe with how fast everything is going! The 
children have been working very hard on their nativity 
performance, and I am sure you have heard some of the 
songs being sung at home! I can’t wait for the finished 
product. 
 
In art we have enjoyed exploring lots of different skills, 
including; mixing colours, tone, perspective, repeat 
patterns and composition. The children are very keen to 
put this all in to practice before Christmas break with a 
final piece! I am very excited to see what they look like! 
In science, we have been investigating our healthy 
bodies.  
 
The children had a go at creating their very own fruit 
salad. They really impressed me with how safe they 
used the knives, well done Swallows!  We also 
experimented with eggs submerged in coca cola. How 
bad is sugar for our teeth? After only 24 hours the 
children were shocked to discover lots of black and 
brown marks on the egg shell!  
 
In History, the children absolutely loved learning all about 
the Viking longboats as our early form of transport. They 
created some fantastic drawings of their own Viking 
inspired ships, and were able to explain how important 
ships were for trading goods and scaring off enemies! 
What a brilliantly knowledgeable bunch of children.  
Well done everyone! 



SCHOOL BULLETIN - NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020 Page 18 

Kingfishers 

Preparation is well and truly underway in key 
stage 1 for our nativity performance! Whilst things 
are a little different to usual, we are still enjoying 
learning our songs, practising our lines and putting 
together our scenery.  We can’t wait to show you 
the finished thing soon!  

Continuing our learning on healthy eating, we 
made popcorn at forest school over the         
campfire!  It wasn’t quite as delicious without salt 
and sugar but a much healthier snack! We’ve also 
looked at ways to look after our teeth.  We have 
started an experiment to find out how teeth react 
to different liquids such as cola, squash and water 
by placing an egg into each liquid.  The shell     
reacts in a similar way to that of the enamel on our 
teeth.  We are looking forward to seeing what   
happens to the eggs.  

We have also loved our art lessons this half term 
where we have been continuing to look at the 
works of local artist, Brain Pollard.  We have been 
learning some of the key skills he uses in creating 
his paintings such as tone and colour mixing.  We 
are excited to begin our own landscapes in the 
style of Brian Pollard soon.  

We loved learning about Buddhism earlier this 
month with Miss Wakeham, our School Direct  
Student. As part of Interfaith Arts week, we      
created a beautiful lotus tree to reflect our        
understanding of Buddhism. Wrapped in the roots 
of our trees are some of the things we already do 
in class that reflect the core values of Buddhists - 
‘treat people with respect’, ‘smile at                  
people’  ‘check that people are ok’.  How lucky we 

are to have such a kind 
class of children. 

Tawny Owls 

 
This month, we have been trying lots of different 
things during our Forest School time with the 
fantastic Mrs Wallis! One of the lessons that the 
children enjoyed the most was the opportunity to 
make (and eat) some delicious pumpkin soup, 
made around the fire! The children seemed to 
really enjoy the experience and some of the  
children are pictured tasting the soup and     
enjoying its flavour, delicious!  
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Nightingales 
 

 
What a wonderful month we have had together in 
the Nightingales this December! This month, the 
Nightingales have been working so hard and      
enjoying all aspects of our curriculum. We have  
enjoyed developing our scientific enquiry skills 
through our science investigations, where we have 
been exploring different states of matter. We have 
also been linking our learning to real life application 
in nature through the water cycle. 
 
We have also been continuing to develop our art 
skills. The Nightingales have been focusing on   
using shade and tone to add detail to their drawings 
and we have even been learning how to create   
reflections in water through our use of shade. We 
can’t wait to bring all of our skills together in our 
final pieces of artwork. 

Woodpeckers 

 
As we come to the end of another busy month in 
school, it is so lovely to have this opportunity to 
reflect on what children have achieved and how 
many exciting projects we have taken on. These 
are often inspired by national and international 
events happening around us- one example is the 
beautiful felt poppies our class made in readiness 
for Remembrance Day. We also celebrated     
Interfaith Arts week this month. The Woodpeckers 
were fascinated by the art and creativity within our 
designated religion -Sikhism. They created a 
stunning tree with leaves to represent the key 
beliefs of those who belong to this religion.  
We have also been developing our artistic skills 
through practising techniques using a range of 
tools and recording our findings through the use 
of our sketch books.  
I am sure you will agree that November has been 
a creative and exciting month for Woodpeckers 
class. Well done everyone!  
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Red Kites 
 

Wow! The end of November has come and we have 
been super busy as always in Red Kites. The 
children have got to take part in so many lovely 
learning experiences, one of these being Forest 
school. From plaster of paris, to popcorn, to  pumpkin 
soup and even making charcoal, the children have 
really enjoyed some unforgettable opportunities.  
 
Alongside Forest school, Red Kites always look 
forward to our weekly art sessions on a Monday 
afternoon. We have been looking at shade and tone 
use colour pencil, pastels and watercolours in 
preparation for applying these skills to drawing 
autumn leaves. I can’t wait to share some of the 
wonderful final outcomes in our class newsletters 
before the end of term.  
 
Finally, we took part in a fabulous project known as 
“Classroom to Care homes”' whereby children send 
letters and Christmas scene photos to those in care 
homes nearby to our school. Every letter was really 
thoughtful and well-written and all the children 
wanted to do their best to help cheer up those who 
are currently unable to see many loved ones as well 
as put them in the Christmas spirit. We are hoping to 
get these sent by Friday, and possibly receive a 
response by the end of term. 
 
Well done everyone, a great end to a busy month! 

Dartington C of E Primary School and Nursery 
Shinners Bridge, Dartington, Totnes, TQ9 6JU 

 01803 862357  admin@dartingtonprimary.org  
 www.dartington.devon.sch.uk 

 
 facebook.com/DartingtonCofE            @DartingtonCofE 

Swifts 
In swift class we are enjoying developing our 
physical skills in football and dance lessons and 
are working on developing strength, flexibility 
and stamina by finding opportunities for extra 
physical activity throughout the day.  We’ve  
already seen an improvement in stamina as a 
result of going for a short run (‘the golden mile’) 
as often as possible throughout the week – the 
chillier weather of November hasn’t deterred us! 
We also take regular ‘brain breaks’ in class by 
doing short physical workouts to music,        
between lessons.  Sometimes, we put on the 
‘Strictly’ theme-tune and do a quick Latin-style 
dance sequence.  We also take time to stretch 
and think about our posture.  These are all little 
extra things that support our wellbeing and help 
us to keep our focus and positivity throughout 
the day.  

https://facebook.com/DartingtonCofE
https://twitter.com/DartingtonCofE

